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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.
BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.Count an B*oth«b».

Pnua.
BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.Two BomrYrA>*n»

. Ballet 1>i\ kkti^kmknt Pimooii Uovkrnjukt.Fu&ac.

¦CRTON'8 THEATRE Chambers street.Work of ax
A*H8T.itAMlt M I'ROORWH OKI THOUSAND Mllinimi

NATIONAL THEATRE. (Aatham itreet.Niok of th»
Woow.VUXULEH 11 SHOWMAN, Co.NJt'BSR AND UoKUY

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway.Spiskd the Plocqh
.Hioe Ljfb Uklow

WHITE'S THEATRE OF VARIETIE8, 17 and 19 Bowery.Faint Hujt Nkvkr Won Fair Lady.Booth at th» Swan
. Mbthip Maunu.
AMERICAN MUSEUM AJternoon Maid of Mcwtir.

Uoe O' My Thumb. Evening.Swish Swadis.Hop 0'
Mr Tama.

CHRISTY'S OPERA HOUSE, 472 Broadway.Ethiopia*
MKLUU1B< BY CHHBJTY'B WPMRA T&OL'Pfl.

WOOD'S MZNSTRELS, Wood's Musical Hall, 444 Broad-
.ay.ErKioiTi.v Mlvktkklsy.

CIRCUS, 37 Bowery.EtirwrnuA* EvnatTiixmnB.

HEI.I.KR'S SALOON, 539 Broadway.Nkiromanct.

W90RAMA, 686 Broadway Baward's Panorama of th»
Boky Land.

RISLEY'S THAMES, at 406 Broadway-

DOUBLE SHEET.
New York, Saturday, January £3, 1853.
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11m Collins stcamHhip Pacific. Captain Nye. will leave
this port at noon to day, for Liverpool.

Subscription." and advertinementR for any edition of the
Siw York Hzxau>. will be received at the following
placeii in Europe t.

B. Fandford & Co. London.
William Thomas & Co. 10 and '21 Catherine street.

Livingston. Well* & Co., Paris.
B. H. Revuil. 17 Hue de la Banque.
The European mails will close, in this city, at a quarter

before eleven o clock this morning. The Wkeki y Herald

will be published at half past nine o'clock.

Single copies, in wrappers, sixpence.

The S«w».
By the arrival of the Canard steamer Europa, at

Halifax, we have a complete synopsis of one week s

later advices from all parts of Europe. The political
sews by this arrival is of little importance . though
the general intelligence wiU be found quite interest-
air We are informed of the loss of some fifty lives
by the burning of the packet ship St. George, on the
24th ult. She left Liverpool for this port just one

Month previous to the awful calamity, with one hun¬
dred and twentv-seven emigrants and a crew of
twenty-five men. When those on board the ill-fated
vest-el had given up all hope ofsuccor, the ship Orlando
hove in sight, and after great difficulty succeeded in

rescuing seventy-six passengers and the crew, shortly
after which the St. G. went down. The 0. proceeded
to Havre, where subscriptions were raised for the
benefit of the unfortunate. We are also advised of
the loss of the ship Lady of the West, which sailed
from Bristol for New Orleans on the 23d ult. The
captain and crew were compelled to abandon her.
They were picked up in the long boat, and taken into
Falmouth. Accounts of damage experienced by the
shipping, during the recent gale, continued to be re¬
ceived, but we do not find the names of any more

jtmericau vessels reported as having met with disas-

^Mr. Ingersoll, the successor of Mr. Lawrence, as
Minister to England, has beenfeted at Liverpool and
Manchester. The elections for members of Parlia¬
ment, in place of those who have been selected for
the ministry, were engrossing the attention of the
Eaglish politicians. It is hinted that Lord .John
ftusM-11 is to give place to Lord Clarendon in
the Foreign Office. Ma Montez' husband, Mr.
Heald. was not drowned, as report recently had it.
Things were progressing quietly in France. The
Emperor Napoleon was occupying his time in making
his household appointments, and attending to the
credentials of the ambassadors from different coun¬

tries All the Northern powers have recognized hi.s
new form of government. There appears to have
been some pretty severe fighting between the Turks
and the disaffected Mouteneirrines. During the late
skirmishing, the former represent that six hundred
of their number were slain, but how many men

their adversaries lost had not been ascertained.
The commercial reports from Liverpool are of

rather an unfavorable rfcracter to American dealers.
Cotton and breadstuff* were extremely dull, and a

further decline in prices was anticipated.
The -teamship Cherokee arrived ye-tenlay, w.th

.ate and very important intelligence from Cuba, Hon¬
duras and the South Pacific. On reference to the
details, in another column, it will be seen that t.ierc
are indications that there will soon be stirring timesin those regions. Great Britain is likely to have trouble
with this government concerning her operations
in Honduras, and with Spain in regard to the slave
trade and the connection of the Cuban authorities
therewith. From Chili we are informed that much
excitement exists in con>equence of the imprison¬
ment of an American citizen without just provoca¬
tion. Matters are said to have arrived at such a

crisis that a blockade of the port of Valparaiso by
the United States squadron had been threatened,
later account* will 1* looked fur with anxiety. Ve¬
rily. these are stirring times.
No business of general importance wi-= transacted

in the United States Senate yesterday. A large
number of private bills were passed among them
one to compensate the heirs of Major Wigg, of South
Carolina, whose property was destroyed by the Brv
tish army during the revolutionary war. The n-port
.f the Committee on Korean Relations relative to
the Tehuantepec grants by the Mexican government,
ind the rights of American citizens connected there¬
with, was made the special order for next Tuesday
week. Among the petitions presented were two
from the free farm advocates of this State, praying
for the abolishment of the -ystem of selling lands,
and the enactment or a law parcelling out the public
domain to actual settlers. After some opposition on

the part of Mr. Fitzpatrick. the successor of the \ ice
President elect, the Senate went into executive
session, but came to no decision with regard to the
appointment of Mr. Badger as Judge of the Alabama
and Louisiana dtotrkt.

X ,ery spirited and -.mewhat amusing derate
came off in the House of Representatives, concerning
the motion to reconsider the vote bywhlch a me^. ive.l from the President on the day pre* mis

was ordered to be printed. The reason assigned for
thi- motion wns, tlmt important matter, wlii'h
should not have 1 e< n la d t*fnre the public, con-

ac ted with Cuban affairs, had leaked out, Id a

^ngu'ar v v. thro-.'uh the irdis retion of Pre* dent
F'.IImore. An unsiu d' .l effort was made to have
the caUerie* cleared it, jrder that the document might
be examined in secret ^.sion after which it was
re'olved that the message should bo read for the
edification or those pr art. Heads were bent
forward and the utmost anxiety was manifested

ascertain what were the entente of the extra*
ordinary paper which had °r
such great ommoti 'U. The snspense was pn.n-

I -n f;)(, extreme. Well, the document wn*

mid snd found to be nothing more than a mere
n<aUnu nt of the fact tl.at negotiations ar<> in pro-
..rem with Spain for the adju tment of the claims of
lihe'owt < r» and o'heni of the Am.-rean bark Oeor
, nri .,n,i loifT .sin 1.0 d. which vessels we r*

w'll and ri.uli-ci.Ud by the Spanish .mtl.oritie*

shortly after the unfortunate expedition ef Lopes to
Oat*. Alter Mae merriment tin Boon fallowed
the example of the Senate, by adjourning till Monday.
By reference to the deepa ch from oar Concord

correspondent, it will be seen that politicians are stil^
flocking to that place from all directions. The crisis
with regard to the Cabinet is fu*t approaching, al¬
though it is not knywn upon whom Gen. Pierce has
decided for his advisers, and nobody ventures to bit
on a oingle member. G^n. Pierce seems determined
to keep his owif counsel. Like the late Gen. Jack¬
son, he is sometimes obstin te, and will doubtless
have his own way, in spite of cliques and (actions.
Occupants of the anxious seats must keep cool, and
wait till the 4th of March with putiencc. There will
then be a general sweep among the whig office
holders. Those who write letters from Washington,
particularly, should not allow themselves to become
unduly excitcd just yet. It will be time to threaten
Gen. Pierce after the ides of March. The chances
of New York having a place in the cabinet are not
so good as tlicy were a week ago. Our politicians
are, ju.st now following up Gen. Pierce very jealously.
Something less than twenty, within the past three
days, have been to see the General. He remains
tranquil, but he may yet turn a cold shoulder to the
Empire State altogether.
There is a rumor current at Fayetteville, N. C., on

which is placed considerable reliance, that the Hon.
James C Dobbin has received a letter from General
Pierce, offering him a seat in his cabinet.

A Washington correspondent writes that the pros¬
pects arc favorable for the passage of a bill granting
permission to the Pacific Telegraphic Company to
erect a line in accordance with the propositions of
Messrs. Alden and Eddy, the details of whose plan
were published in last Monday's Hebald. The pro¬
jectors pledge themselves to have the line in opera¬
tion to San Fruncisco, within eighteen mouths after
the passage of the bill. This would enable the in¬
habitants of the Atlantic States to correspond with
their friends in California with the same despatch
that they now do with those in Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
or St. Louis. The commencement of such an immense
work seems to be a wonderful undertaking, and one

that would appal almost any other than the American
people, who have demonstrated the fact that they are

able to encouuter and accomplish wonders. Progress
is their motto.

Quite an interesting scene took place in the As¬
sembly chamber at Albany, yesterday. A delega¬
tion of ladies, with a petition signed by twenty-eight
thousand of their sex in favor of the Maine law, ap¬
peared at the bar, and one of their number addressed
the members of the august body. Our State represen¬
tatives having listened to the fair anti liquor represen¬
tatives with becoming gallantry, soon after entered
into a very spirited debate upon the canal enlarge¬
ment question, which at present seems to be a subject
of far greater importance than the proceedings of the
Female Temperance Convention now in session
at the State capital, notwithstanding that the doings
in the latter body are possessed of unusual interest,
and that many of the delegates are able to make
pretty good speeches.as good, perhaps, as most of
the legislators themselves. By the report, it will be
seen that the ladies complain that they have only
procured twenty-eight thousand signatures to their
petition, although there are upwards of seven hun¬
dred thousand women in the State. This does not
speak so well for the popularity of their cause as

the first glance would indicate.
In the United States Circuit Court, yesterday,

counsel concluded summing up in the case of Captain
Faroham, charged with manslaughter in conse¬

quence of the destruction of life caused by the burst¬
ing of the boiler of the steamboat Reindeer last sum¬
mer on the North River. After listening to an

elaborate charge from Judge Betts, the jury retired,
and were absent nearly seven hoars, when they re¬

turned and reported that they were unable to agree.
Upon this announcement, by consent of counsel on

both sides, the jurymen were discharged. A full
report of the proceedings, which are very important
to all navigators, and steamboat captains in particu¬
lar, is given elsewhere.
A man named Patrick Broderick, who had b&n

employed in the apothecary's store which is attached
to the Emigrant Hospital, Ward's Island, mistook
some liquid poison for brandy, and drank a quantity
of it, last Thursday. He died, and an inquest was

held upon his body yesterday, when a verdict was re¬

turned in accordance with the facte.
Quite an obstinate debate was had last night in the

Brooklyn Common Council, on the subject of the
suppiy of water to that city, and a resolution was

carried, remonstrating against the bill to enlarge the
powers of the Williamsburg Company.
We annex a bjief summary of the inside pages of

this edition : Interesting Letter from Hon. Mr.
Beale. of Virginia, with regard to the movements of
North Carolina and Virginia in the cause of Ameri¬
can Independence; Reply of the Cuban Junta to a

Washington Correspondent, concerning the feasibil¬
ity of establishing a republic on the island of Cuba;
Lectures, on "Oriental History,'' by Miss Bacon; on

the "Fix Days of Creation," by Professor Tayler
Lewis; on "the Conservative and the Progressive,"
by Rev. H. W. Beecher; on 'Now and Then," by
Hon. Anson Burlingame ; on the " Volcanic Charac¬
ter of Italy," by Professor Silliman, and on "Homeo¬
pathy," by Dr. McVicker; Financial and Commer¬
cial Review; Court Proceeding®; Extracts relative
to Canadian Reciprocity ; the Rochester Flonr
Trade, Ac.

Visiters to Eirofe..The Collins steamship
I'acific leaves to-day for Liverpool. She carries
fifty passengers. Among the number we notice
the name of the Hon. Caleb Lyon, of Lyonsdale,
member of Congress elect from New York. We
learn that Mr. Lyon intends to make the tour
of Europe, unci may possibly extend his trip to

Egy pt and the Holy Land. Time, only, will
prevent him from accomplishing the entire tour,
f'6r Congress meets in December next.

Mr. Lyon is an ex-member of the Assembly
and Senate of this State, previous to which he
was an ex-consul to Shanghai, and ex-secretary
of the California Constitutional Convention.
Besides being an M. C.. he is also an LL.D. and
rneml*-r of several literary societies. These
titler and qualifications, to say nothing of the
private character of Mr. L.,are a sufficient pass¬
port for him wherever he may go. As a bril¬
liant poet and successful orator he is well
known to all our readers. He has written and
spoken his way into public fame and favor, and
v e may now expect he will add another title to
hi- list, by his observations and letters from
Europe. Since the days of John Randolph of
E'.niK.ke we have not met a more eccentric
charucti r.

Y< ith this, what more can he ask'.' Some'
'V. |» rh..]is a -eat in the cabinet of some fu¬

ll. re Pn -iilent, or ami-slon to one of the court-
of Europe W ho knows?

R> i [PRor.w, Tfc4.DK wnn Canada. As the
si:bj( 1 1 of Canadian reciprocity will in all proba
bility lie brought before the attention of Con
(iiess. in «<ime shape or other, this session, the
..rticle from a Canadian paper the Hamilton.
Journal will be read with interest, ft will be

< en t hat tin Canadian editor confesses,with coin-

n;< liable horx -ty. that the reciprocity offered
, t is reciprocity only in name; and that it is

tc> at:< t pt to humbug Americans with
qh r oj understand it a^ well as we do."

i h i too. that the Canadians already enjoy
vi i y cons -Set able advantages under the opera-

of the drawback act, which may be lost to
them f they attempt to carry out the retaliato¬
ry r v threatened by Mr. Ilincks, shows sorn<

c< i; on ( r,y\ the more remarkable as it ii not
i>fb n wi I'.nd ( vfdencesof it ii the papers of oar
jaoTincial ncighlrf>r?. i

Awtm«fftiC>Mi>ii WirtltiilwwBW
CataulCwml

The news by the Cherokee, which we publish
this morning, from Cub* and Central America,
is of the most ominous and startling character

ominous in regard to the " manifest destiny"
of Cuba, and startling in reference to the al¬
leged outrageous colonial usurpation ot the
British in Central America.
From Cuba we are advised that, as was to

have been expected, the interference of her
Britannic Majesty's cruizers, in the suppression
of the African slave trade of the island, has ex¬
cited a very bitter feeling against the British
officials and subjects, on the part of the island
authorities. To such an extent, it appears, has
this prejudice been carried, that a wealthy
English planter, named Boylen. residing at St.
Jagode Cuba, has been unceremoniously ex-

i pelled from the place by the civil Lieutenant ot
Captain Canedo, there residing, and without
even condescending to give to Boylen the slight¬
est information of the offence, or the sus-

'
picion upon which it was deemed expedient
so summarily to drive him out. Probably
he may have been regarded as an im¬
pediment to the slave traffic, and likely to
communicate unauthorized intelligence to the
British vessels of war along the coast, of the
movements of the slave dealers. Perhaps he
may have been marked, by some of the nume¬
rous spies of Canedo. as a sympathizer with the
fillibusttro8\ but whatever his offences, or the
suspicions against him, may have been, they do
not appear. H# has l»een forcibly, and without
warrant of law. expelled from his residence, and
at the last accounts was at Havana.
Now. if this little experiment of despotic au¬

thority does not bring about a crisis in the his¬
tory of Cuba, it will be from the jwompt repara*
tion to Boylen. by the Captain-General, of all
the damages and losses he may have incurred,
or may incur, from his ejectment from his plan¬
tation. The British government, to its honor
be it spoken, does not permit an outrage on

a British subject, however humble he may be,
or however formidable or inaccessible the of¬
fending party by whom the offence is commit"
ted, without exacting the required atonement.
In anticipation of the hanging within our limits
of that boasting, idle braggart, M'Leod, we

were given to understand, notwithstanding
the disasters which would have followed
to England, that the whole strength of the em-

pire. if necessary, might very possibly be con¬
centrated upon us, to right the wrong of his
execution. This sound national policy makes
the declaration, " I am a Briton infinitely
more of a safeguard, the world over, to the in- j
dividual, than " I am a Roman was in the
golden age of Augustus. We anticipate, then.
if Boylen has suffered from the despotic
exercise of illegal authority by Canedo s agents.
that he and they will make instant reparation
on demand or that there will be no such tom¬

foolery with them as that of our amiable ad-
ministration in the Crescent City difficulty. J
The man must be righted, or the next thing
we may hear will be of a bombardment or two.
and the blockade of the island.

It appears, also, that General Canedo is con¬

siderably disturbed concerning the recent change
in the Spanish ministry. And he well may be.
The recent outrages upon our commerce, per¬
petrated under his authority, or with his con¬

nivance. have been laid before the government
at Madrid, and in a tone of voice showing, at
least, that he is a dangerous captain for the pre¬
servation of the existing sovereignty of Cuba
The more recent events bearing upon the African
slave trade. British interference, and the out¬

rage upon a British subject, will be very apt.
also, to have their due weight with the new
Cabinet of Isabella In this view a crisis has
already arrived in the affairs of Cuba, which,
for better or worse, (though it can hardly be
worse.) promises to bring the fate of the island
to a speedy determination. The summary exe¬

cution of fifty Americana at Havana, may be a -

safe experiment; but we apprehend that any
tampering with the personal rights of John
Bull will prove to be extremely hazardous.
Thus much for Cuba.
The intelligence from our regular correspon¬

dent at San Juan del Norte, is decidedly inter¬
esting. and. indeed, somewhat astounding. It
challenges our credulity, yet our correspondent
has proved himself a reliable man: nor can we

imagine any motive in this instance for a mis¬
representation of the facts. We are induced,
therefore, to give full credit to his letter. The
daring usurpation of a colonial establishment
in Honduras, is but a piece of the same

cloth as the creation of the colony of the
Bay Islands. But this promotion of the
superintendent of the cutters of logwood to
the dignity of the Colonial Governor of Hon¬
duras will be a mighty nice piece of work for
the United StateB Senate. The protectorate of
the Mosquito King is but a trifling laughable
bagatelle, compared with a downright British
colony, stretching nearly across the continent
over the breast of Central America. This sort
of thing explains at all events the British con-

struction of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty, with-
out blinking. It is a cool operation; and if the
grounds of territorial jurisdiction, as laid down
in the Senate by Messrs. Pearce and Seward, be
correct, it will be a difficult thing to get over

or get under or get round in any way. But if
the views of General Cass and Mr. SouU are

souud and vindicate the truth of history."
then there will be work to do. The Clayton
and Bulwer treaty, is then a dead letter the
British colony of Honduras is a British usurpa-
tion. and either John Bull or Brother Jonathan
must back out.

In a word crediting our news from San Juan
as most probably authentic to its full extent,
our grave and reverend lathers of the United
States Senate will soon lte called upon togive
some explicit and practical interpretations of
the Monroe doctrine. j
A Little Rkform Wanted in tub Custom

Hocse..It is a matter of v« ry general com-

plaint, that valuable parcels, sent to this coun¬

try by Americans travelling h Europe, as

souvenir* of their voyage, get such over-

hauling and tossing about among the officials
in our Custom House, either through curiosity
or carelessness. as to depreciate and injure
them materially, ami sometimes to create con¬

fusion and mistakes as to their dglivery. In
France and England there is more care and
politeness exhibited, and thry generally pass
the Custom Houses there without the slightest
injury. We supjMise th^re will soon be a gen-
eral overhauling among the officials themselves
in that department of public affairs ; but. in
the meantime, we beg to suggest to the present
incumbents, the exercise of a little more care in
overhauling what l>elongs to others, and we

afk them to t*-queath the same reconftnenda-
tion to th<-ir successors.

The ice at Albany is now sufficiently flna for tb«
passage of loaded

*¦»"«"< ¦¦fHllliw from UM
MM MMm.

The letter of oar Washington correspondent,
in Wednesday * paper, make* reference to three
exploring expeditions now about to set sail
from the United States, namely.the Arctic ex¬

pedition, under the command of Dr. Kane; the
Paraguay and La Plata, commanded by Lieute¬
nant Page, and the China and North Pacific
seas, under the auspices ofCommander Ringgold.
Besides these, there is the expedition of Com¬
mander Lynch to Africa, and the Japan expe¬
dition, of which the flag ship has already sailed.

There is nothing for which the United States is
more distinguished nothing that shows in more

vivid coloring the active spirit and enterprise
of her sons.than these exploring expeditions,
partly scientific and partly commercial, bearing
around the globe the star-spangled banner which
tor three-score years and ten has triumphantly
"braved the battle and the breeze," and is des¬
tined to shed the light of the first true republi¬
canism the world ever saw, over every sea, and
land and kindred and tongue and people and
nation, to "the farthest verge of the green earth,
and rivers unknown to song." Let us give a

return( of the principal foreign exploring expe¬
ditions, of an official character, that have marked
our brief but brilliant history, froift the expedi¬
tion of Wilkes to the present time, when there
are five of them in operation together.

1. The expedition of Captain Wilkes to the
South Sea, the results of which are alike cre¬

ditable to the country and the discoverer.
This was in 1835-6-7. HiB narrative, extend¬
ing to six quarto volumes, beautifully illus¬
trated. has been published by CongresB. and
copies sent to every government in Europe, and
to some of them duplicates at their own re¬

quest. These, together with the scientific por¬
tion of the work, will cost the government
nearly a million of dollars; but the expendi¬
ture on this publication is nothing when com¬

pared with the fruits of the glorious enterprise.
It is a contribution of science and discovery,
from the United States to the rest, of the world,
of vast importance in a maritime, commercial,
and geographical point of view. It had been
long a disputed question whether the British
navigator. Sir James Ross, or Captain Wilkes,
were entitled to the palm for the discovery of
the Antarctic continent ; but it has recently
been admitted, by the Geographical Society of
London, that the honor belongs to the Ame¬
rican Bailor, who coasted that continent for
fifteen hundred miles, and made the first dis¬
covery of it, though Ross undoubtedly disco¬
vered it afterwards without knowing that Wilkes
had been ahead of him.

2. The Dead Sea expedition, conducted by
Commander Lynch, who explored the sources

of the Jordan, descended its rapids for two
thousand feet, measured its volume, made a

survey of its topography, tracing its course to
its mouth, where it discharges itself into the
Dead Sea. He not only ascertained the pecu¬
liarities of this sacred river, but the still
greater and more wonderful peculiarities
of the Dead Sea, of which he made various
soundings, determining its bottom to consist of
solid salt, and discovering depressions produced
by volcanic action, which confirm the narrative
of the Bible in reference to the overthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the other " Cities
the Plain." Here is a beautiful contribution to
science and to scriptural geography, by Ameri¬
can engineers.
3.The astronomical expedition of Lieut.

Gillis to South Peru, where he has established
an observatory, considered of great importance
to the science of the starry heavens.
4..The Grinnell expedition to the Arctic Seas

in search of Sir John Franklin, under Lieut. De
Haven embracing both a benevolent and a scien¬
tific object. By this expedition important addi¬
tions have been made to geographical science, in
relation to land and sea, and it is hoped that when
followed up by the expedition now in prepara¬
tion, the truth of the theory of an open Arctic
sea at the pole will be demonstrated.

5..The second Grinnell expedition to the
Arctic Seas, in search of Sir John Franklin,
under the command of Dr. Kane, who was

surgeon to the first. This, like the first. is
of a twofold character, embracing benevo¬
lence and science ; and if it fails in the
one. there is every expectation that under
its brave and able commander, it will be

I eminently successful in the other. It may
turn out like the case of the father, who. when
dying, bequeathed a field to his sons, telling
them it contained a crock of gold. They turned
up the field very carefully, but found none of
the shining metal. The result, however, wan

that by this cultivation ot the ground, they
reaped golden harvests, which amply remune¬

rated them for their toil. Dr. Kane may never

succeed in finding Sir John Frankliu. but. by
the perseverance sustained by that hope, he
may make other discoveries amidst the regions
of eternal ice of far greater importance to his
country and to mankind than the recovery of
the lost expeditionist.

6..The Japan expedition, which partakes of a
commercial and geographical character, and at
the Hime time having a spice of the political
and the Christian in its composition. While it

j mukes scientific discoveries of great maritime
importance to our navigationoftheseseas.it

I will muke our flag respected, and our power
known to the barburians. who, if they do not
receive the gospel in any other way. must l*>

j converted by the roar of Paixhan guns.
7..The expedition ofCommander Ringgold to

all the China and North Pacific seas. It is to

| sail during the present month. Its object is to

j explore the l»elt of islands in those waters, with

| a view to the purposes of navigation ami tin?
advancement of the commerce of the world but
more particularly the commercial and political

| interests of the United Slates. Out of this, in
connection with the Jupun expedition are like¬
ly to grow the most important and beneficent re¬

sults to humanity Christianity and civilization.
8..The expedition to Africa of Commander

Lynch so favorably known to the public as the
Dead Sea expeditionist. He recently sailed
in the Arctic, en rmth to his destination. Th<-
object of this expedition is to select a more

healthy location for colonization pur|xiHC* than
Liberia embracing. al«o commercial objects,
and the tracing of the sosrees of the Niger.
Thu" again do we lUend together in happy
harmony, science, commerce, and benevolence.

!' The exploration of the mighty Amazon
under command of Lieutenant Hernden, of
which Lieutenant Maury, of the Washington
Observatory, lias given such interesting infor
mation in our columns during the last two
months. This expedition has unfolded the gi¬
gantic resources of the Atlantic sl< »fK?s of the
South American Continent, from the Andes, and
h; - ttiinulated the daring and adventurous mer¬

cantile spirit of the country.
10 The expedition still further South of

1 i"ut< nmit r*gc. to the I'ur.-gu.ij and La Plata

which is to Mil this week in the steamer Water
Witch, ifl regarded of great practical moment.
Its object is to explore these rivers, with % view
to ascertain the commercial resources of the
countries watered by then, in order to effect
such treaties as may open new fields for com*

mercial enterprise, and the continually expand¬
ing spirit of onr people. This is following up
the explorations of the Amazon, and no doubt
the result will be to attract the most extensive
speculation to those vast and fruitful regions of
the South American continent.

Her6, then, within the short period of eighteen
years, we have ten important foreign official
expeditions bearing upon the commercial rela¬
tions and the tremendous destiny of this great
republic. There is no parallel to this in the
history of mankind. Among these we do not
enumerate the internal official expeditions, ex¬

ploring the resources of our own territory,
from the time of Jefferson down to the pre¬
sent day, beginning with Lewis iftid Clarke,
who were the first to explore Oregon and its
rivers, followed by Colonel P*ke, Nicolet, Fre¬
mont, Abertt, and Captain Stansbury. Of these,
Fremont's labors are by far the most important,
for he not only discovered the South Pass and the
Salt Lake being the first white man that ever

Bet foot there but located and laid down on

the map, the whole of the North American con¬

tinent, from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific
ocean, and from Oregon to Mexico. Besides
these discoveries, there have been numerous

semi-official and private expeditions, which have
contributed more or less to science, to the ex¬

ploration of terra incognita , to the develope-
meut of the resources of the country, and to
the extension of its trade and commerce from
pole to pole.
±nd who has not heard of the expedition of

Palmer.the father of clipper ships.who in his
little sloop embarked from Stonington, and
found himself one morning, as a fog cleared
away, in the presence of two Peruvian ships-of-
war upon an exploring cruise in the South Sea,
while at the same time some islands loomed up
in the distance, which he had then seen for the

| first time? With the tact of the "universal
i Yankee nation," he immediately tendered his ser-
! vices to these ships as a pilot. The commander
'

took him on board, and seeing he was a noble
j tar, liked him, admitted his claims to the dis¬

covery of the group of islands in the Southern
j Pacific, and in honor of his name, called them

"Palmer's Land.*' How illustrative is this
story of American genius !

All these movements, both external and in¬
ternal, are indicative of the intense mental ac¬

tivity ofthe American people.their progressive,
go-ahead character.and their " manifest desti¬
ny" to overspread the earth with their free in¬
stitutions, their advanced civilization, and their
unconquerable spirit.

A Qi'estion of Statk Pride North Caro¬
lina vs. Virginia.Dr. Hawkes vs. Gen.
Bkale..We publish elsewhere in the columns
of the Herald, this morning, an interesting let¬
ter from the Hon. J. M. H. Beale. representative
from the fourteenth district of Virginia, in Con¬
gress, on the subject of American independence.
The inftnediate provocation to this letter was

the lecture ofDr. Hawkes, before the New York
Historical Society, on the 17th of December last,
based upon the assumption that the county of
Mecklenburg. N. C., is entitled to the honor of
the first decisive movement in the cause of
American independence. Gen. Beale takes up
the gauntlet thus thrown down, and produces
conclusive evidence of a somewhat similar
movement, a year before, in Dujimore county,
Virginia, now Shenandoah, the heart of the
present democratic " Tenth Legion" of that
State.
We apprehend, however, that Gen. Beale has

mistaken the specific character of the claim put
in by Dr. Hawkes in behalf of North Carolina.
It was not, as Gen. B. supposes, a claim " of the
first movement towards a declaration of Ameri¬
can independence but, in his own words, as

reported and published in the Herald. Dr.
Hawkes claims that.

First.it was on the shores of North Carolina that
the first English colony was planted in America ;
secondly.the first blood shed in battle with the troops
of the English government, in support of the princi¬
ples of the American revolution, was the blood of

! North Carolinians, and the first battle wa" on the soil
of that State; and, thirdly, the first declaration of in¬
dependence ever promulgated in any of those colonies
came from North Carolina, more than a year before
the National Declaration of July 4, 1776.
This is the issue.the first absolute declara¬

tion' of independence, as claimed by Dr.
Hawkes in behalf of North Carolina, and as

referred to by the Hon. W. A. Graham, in his
very interesting lecture before the same society,
on Thursday night last. True, the Virginia
movement was a year in advance of that in Meck¬
lenburg. and the former may have suggested

j the latter; but still the first was a contingent! and not an absolute declaration of indepen-
dence. like the last. Admitting the premises
of General Beale. his case is made out; but

i having mistaken the real issue, the claim of
North Carolina remaims intact which is this:

| that the citizens of Mecklenburg county, in that
j State, promulgated the first absolute declara-

tion of American independence.
We cheerfully give place, however, to the

j letter of Gen. Beale. on account of its interest¬
ing historical information, which will doubtless

i be as acceptable to Dr. Hawkes. and the New
York Historical Society, as to the patriotic

1 people of the old - Tenth Legion" of Virginia,
and of the country at large.
Tammany Hall and Concord -The Soft

Shklls and Haiio Shells.There was a sort of
revolution in the .coal-hole'" of Tammany Hall
last Friday night; and the soft shells, or that
branch of the unterrifieiand hungry democracy
disposed to take the repenting free soilcrs into
good communion, came ofT completely victori¬
ous. Whether the defeated hard shells will
knock under, or forswear hereafter the councils
ol the "coal-hole.'" and set up a new church of
their own. remains yet to be determined. In

i the meantime, according to our telegraphic ad-
! vices from Concord published yesterday, a

1 strong detachment of hard shells in favor of
Dickinson's appointment to the cabinet, wore

on the way to Concord, but had been ''switched
off" somewhere near Boston; while a deputa¬
tion of leading soil shells consisting of such men

; as Church, Wright. Chatfield Welch, and Peter
('agger, had arrived safely at the end of their
pilgrimage, their object l»eing to defeat the ap-
pointment of Dickinson. "This is a very pretty
quarrel as it stands,-' and if it is not settled in
some satisfactory compromise we may antici¬
pate a fuss in the family. General Pierce wa*
at home, and we trust that both batches ot pil-I grims ere this, have lieen heard, and '.ent pack-
ing liack again. II th< re is nothing but discord
in Tammany Hall what can they gain of (Jon-
cord in New Hampshire ? .

The Minnesota P '..nrrr state-. that th re are in thaj
»Mnity vn*t Indies -if lieantiful whit" sand, from
nhi h a rn|i< not article of g'aw may l*> unuiuta- tun-d I

The Vetkran Corps op 1813.Texi" to Auunt.
.The Veteran Corps of the wmr of 1812, 13 and '14,
being " about to visit Albany, to present themselves
before the LeKislatiire, in behalf of their suffering
brother-soldiers, and widows of those deceased, who
served the United States for the defence of this city
and Btute," have issued a circular for subscriptions
to aid \hem through the expenses of the proposed
expedition. They have uppointed a committee to
wait upon their fellow citizens for this object, con¬

sisting of Peter J. Vandenhoff, Captain H. Raymond,
Henry Riell, Henry Williams, and others ; and we
freely recommend their undertaking, as well deserv¬
ing the liberality of our citizens and the gratitude of
the Commonwealth. Let the young men of our vari¬
ous military organizations see to it, especially that
theee old veterans of our last struggle with England
do not call for " material aud financial aid" in vain.
Madame Sontau ah Lugkboa Bokoia.For the first

time on tlu- continent, Madame Sontag appeared last
evening in a tragic opera. During the preceding part
of her »eries#he hail played only the light rote1 uf Marin
and Ho-ina. and had, as it were, reserved the exhibition
of her trugic powers to crown her trioinpb. But fctoC
evening she had an opportunity of displaying them with,
effect in the personation of the famous cliaracter of Lu¬
crelia Borgia. Her nuccem- was complete, astonishing.
The great actress, still more than the great vocalist, en¬

chained the feelings of her auditory in depicting the ma¬
ternal love and agony of the hated Borgia. Seldom ha.4
such acting been equalled never, wo would venture to
say, surpassed by any artist in the performance of thin
piece. True to nature, and to the character of the wo¬
man. the did not, for the sake of effect, exhibit the slight
est deviation in a single motion, look or tone from the
strict and critical line of acting. Throughout it was a

grand, true, intensified delineation. And no wonder that
the audience were carried away with enthusiasm, and
paid that homage to the trage.iknne which hitherto tliey
had rendered to the canUU' ice.

Badia i, as Puke Alfonso, and Pozznlini, as Gennaro,
¦were equally effective in their parts. The auxiliary
characters were all well sustained, and the mite en xenr
was faultless. The houke, as on each previous evening of'
the opera, was filled in every part with a fashionable au¬
dience, who testified their admiration by well-tlmod »p
plause. Between the acts, and after the curtain fell,.
Sontag. Badiali and Pozr.olini came before the Ughts, in
response to the general call, and received the most flat
tering testimonies of appreciation. Lucrezia Borgia is to>
be repeated on Monday evening.

Tammany Hall.Meeting of the Soft Shells.
That portion of the Democratic Republican General

Committee recognized by the Sachems of Tammany .Socie¬
ty met last evening, and organized by selecting Daniel
E. Delavan, Chairman pro tern and Messrs. Purser and
Glover Secretaries pro tem. A resolution was submitted
by Mr. I.. B. Shepard, expressive of the propriety of uni¬
ting the friends of the Baltimore platform and thp sup¬
porters of the State and national -administrations, and
recommending for that purpose that ne action be taken
on contested seats until Thursilay, the 27th. We also
learn that a discussion occurred on the moaning to be
attached to the action of the Sachems, and it was decidcd,
with great unanimity, that it merely determined which ot
the twe parties should be permitted temporarily to oc

cupy Tammany Hall, aud that at the next meeting all
having a certificate signed by a majority of the inspec¬
tors of election would of right be entitled to participate
in its proceedings, and nave au equal voice iu all ques
tions but the validity of their res|>ective claims to a seat.
This construction of the resolution of the Sachems re¬
moves much difficulty in the way of harmony, aud it i«
not improbable may terminate in one organization. Seve¬
ral of the contestants, however, appeared rather disxatis
lied with the result, expecting to walk over the Held with
out dispute, from the failure of the certified members t>
claim their seats.

Mr. Vanish's Mission to Nicaragua.
TO THE EP1T0R OF THE NEW YOKE 11 KHALI).

Washington, J&n. 21, 18W.
Sir.I'pon several occasion- you have brought accusa

tions against me of having. by my offensive conduct, uk

Commissioner to Nicaragua, been, in part, the cause ot
the rejection, by the government of that country, of
what if called "the Webster-Crampton project." In rc

ply. allow me to state a few fact*.
1st. I was not accredited iu any way to the govern

ment of Nicaragua my mission having been exclusively
to that of Costa Kica. There it was perfectly successful,
not at all because that republic, as has been affirmed, 1*

a protege of Great Britain, which It is not in the least, but
because it it< under the control of patriotic, peaceful, and
enlightened councils, that commend it, far more than any
other Central American State, to the friendly interests of
oar government and people.

2d..I went to Managua, the capital of Nicaragua, only to
get the despatches ofour resident Charge d'Affairs, and bear
them to Washington. lie alone kad been commissioned to
treat with the N'icaraguan government concerning the pro
posed arrangement; and nothing can be more untrue
than your .statement in yesterday's Hbrai-D, that the pro¬
positions were - moat offensively presented, " as well aa
most offensively urged.

3d..I did not rcach Managua until several days after
the propositions had been rejerted; the real causes ot
which rejection will, i venture to say, be, sooner or later,
fully understood.

4th..I had but on* interview with the Nicaraguan au
thorities a simple visit of courtesy, under the auspices
of the Charge d' Affairs in which the conversation was of
course entirely private, a* 1 hail uo official relations with
them whatever.

5tli..In th.it Interview nothing was said or done by
me that coui'l give umbraue to any reasonable man
l'ersons who could take offence at aught that then and
there passed, must be afflicted with a thinness of skin
that utterly unfits them for exposure to the lightest
breath ot discus-ion, or must have resolved on being,
offended with a view to ulterior purposes.
As the whole correspondence on the subject of Central

America has been called for by the Senate, you will soon
have an opportunity of ascertaining the mistakes in re
gard to it. intowhicli you have been doubtless led by that
most replenished of liars.'' Hmnor. But would it not

have been well, sir, permit mi' to ask, to have waited
until you were in full possession of the facts of the case,
before hazarding statements -vhich may work injustioe
and wrong ? It i-< surely not fair to give them circulation
on no other ground than that of ''it is said.'' Such a
ttrouud is n»t so good. or -o logical, even, as the famous
geographical one assigned l>y the (Iravedigger for the
madness of Hamlet. According to the French definition,
'. they say

'

means, they lie ".on dit ucut dire, on mint.
and no one will deny it- correctness. Nevertheless,
'.they «ay" continues to immolnte its daily hecatombs ot
good nair.es, to the infinite satisfaction of every ones.a
mystery which, it is to be feu red, can only be explained
bv the hypothesis of a reiv prevalent disinclination to
the love of one's neighbor. Most men, unfortunately,look into the character* of odi'rs as a dentist looks into
the mouth of a patient to liscover rottenness though
not. like the ilentist. for the purpose of remedying the
evil, hut rather for that of exposing it, in the most of
feusive manner, lo the public gaze: and even if no cor
ruption is to be found, some there are who will still pro
claim it., existence, with a sincere conviction, perhaps, of
having deserved it, for

.. All seem infected that the infected spy."Unreliable as rumor alway- i». it should esjieoially be
distrusted aiich. as iu the present instance, it has its
birth in a lim and distant quarter. Every oppor¬
tunity is thus afforded it of beclouding itself,
as de-cribed by the great poet iti lines which, threadbare
as they are cannot be too of'en recalled, as a warning
u^iinst ras!^ Judgment. Tly the journalist, more particu
larlv a- it seem- to me. should they be borne in mind in
these days of electric communication, when the printed
word is curried at once by the viewless couriers of the ait
to the very Jiimts, almost, of space. The correction mav
have the same chance of travel as the error but we ail
know that somehow the former rarely overtakes the lat
ter. and never succeeds in crushing it altogether. Hie
wound may, in leed. be healed, but the scar is sure to re
m» in. and. in mauy eyes. *o wear all the semblance of a,
brand.

,I tug pardon for wording to- so remorselessly; but!
confess to some sen-itKenes- in reference to this charge,
coming a- :t >Io<m, oh "top of the epithets that have been
In aped upon me in consequence of my efforts, in Hayti.
to prevent a horrible and barbarous massacre. Having
always t ndeau red to bear a temperate will and keep the
pence,

" I find tin self, to m\ a tonishment, suddenly held
op to public indignation a- a regular bully. Those who
I-.now me ss ill -mile, I am perfectly aware, at Die alleged
metamorphosis: but as they ate comparatively few.
nn.-t beg the a distance of your Columns iu putting mysel,right with " tl e re-t of mankind.''

sin ir. r'-pectfulh v"ur obedient servant,
KOHERT U WAI.SH.

4 (If) * inn y.
I'iatii in. t.\ Actim .ill- I d wud Wunder. of Montagiu*

llall, informs u- that Mr. Henry Henkins, of this city, w hi»
bit. been connected with liarnilDi's Museum for some
years as an actor, and whom »e linen long ago as one ot
the most accomplished men in this country, died very -

-udilenly at ins residence in south Brooklyn, on Mondav
nip-lit la f He was playing oil tho stage on the night
previous to the curtoiin of bfu Tailing upon him forever
and tlien appeared to be full vivacity, and free from all
di-eji-e 'In g, illfy the wishes of his family, who art
strongly o] j o.-ed to theatrical pursuits, he its-aimed in
his piole-siotial engagements a natne not his own. He
wa- much beloved by all acquainted with him. for his
uniform amenity and gentb i manners, his con
vivial and happy di 'position and his goodness of heart
Dr<x'h hjn Adwi 'in r. .Inn. "i.

Hev. W. II \«n \ leek. Bishop of the Moravian Clinrch
died at H'lhlehem I'm. mi'ldonlv on the night of the lKth
inst.. in the ti i\ eighth v in of his age. Illsbop Van

\ leek »*« f"i e vet a I ten the psstor of the Moravian
church In this i it v having succeeded the Rov. Mr. Mor
timer. Hewn i very nu 'led. unnssuming man. greatly
c in ed by h e, in; re '.i t Ion a ml e teemed by all wbo hail

the j lea iire of his acquaintance.
Ii«h lnt< lllgriire.

-i ft 111: Cd'UT ok Till Ml n HtATW, .1.111 '.'(I -No. .'i4
Matthew ( unnifwham. plalmlif in error v Murv W W
Ashley i .ectitii' et si. Die nrgumeiit Oftlus ciuse wa" '

continued bv >lt. lawrepce for Ihe pi If in error, and
by Me is flradli a and llcverdy John-oil for the defeo'V ,

«nt in error. Adjourned.


